Save the Moon for Kerdy Dickus

By Tim Wynne-Jones

Background information:

Members of the Mori family are enjoying a cozy Pre-Christmas evening in their high-tech, igloo shaped house, when a stranger who has been stranded in the freezing rain wanders in.  After a series of misunderstandings, the stranger leaves, convinced he has been in the presence of strange beings from another planet.
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Classroom Discussion

1. What is the most high-tech environment you have ever been in? Imagine how a visitor from a century ago might view such an environment.

2. Stereotypes and social issues.

3. Review tabloids, analyse this type of journalism, considering how tabloids sensationalize heading and do not use accurate information.

4. What does your family do at Christmas? What are some of your traditions including food?

Vocabulary
Inflecton - A change in the form of a word (typically the ending) to express a grammatical function or attribute such as tense, mood, person, number, case, or gender
Arrhythmia - A condition in which the heart beats with an irregular or abnormal rhythm
Epicentre - the point on the earth's surface vertically above the focus of an earthquake.
Suburb - A usually residential area or community outlying a city
Cicada - A large homopterous insect (family Cicadidae, suborder Homoptera) with long transparent wings, occurring chiefly in warm countries
Barricade - An improvised barrier erected across a thoroughfare to prevent or delay the movement of opposing forces.
Gated Community - A residential area with roads that have gates to control the movement of traffic and people into and out of the area
NOTE: For each PART of this assignment, use a new lined piece of paper. Write the title of the short story and author and Part A, B or C, underline it and write your name on the right hand side of the page. 
Assignment
Part A: Questions: Remember - Answers should contain part of the question as reviewed in class. Please double space your work and use a pen.
1. What aspects of the introduction to this story make it seem like a true story?

2. Describe Ky's house, and what makes it unusual.

3. Describe this family's pre-Christmas tradition, including food?
4. Describe the teenager as Ky sees him.

5. Give evidence to prove that the stranger does not hear well.

6. What objects in the Mori household are ultramodern or unusual? Giving examples to show the effect that these have upon the strangers.

7. What made the stranger decide that he had to leave?

8. What does the loan of the poncho and the flashlight show about the Moris family?

9. Does it seem odd that none of these people mentioned by the stranger have telephones? How is this explained.?

Part B: At the beginning of the story, the narrator says, “There’s more than one version of this story.” It depends on who tells the story.  Think about how the story would come out if it was retold from the Stranger’s perspective. How would the origional story change? Write the introduction to the story narrating it from the Stranger’s point of view.

PART C: Chose one of the following options. 

Option 1 - Pretend to be Ky and write a letter to the National Enquirer that sets the story straight and explain the confusion about the night the stranger came. Remember to brainstorm.

Option 2 - Create a “debate in collage”. Gather words and pictures relating to poverty and show, by contrast, images relating to wealth and success. 

Option 3 - Write a news article about one of the break-ins.  Find details in the story and fill in the details that are not given. 

Option 4 – Collect five or six headlines from daily newspapers and rewrite them as tabloid-style headlines.

PART D – Write Your Own Tabloid (Hand-Out)
[image: image12.png]



[image: image2.png]u Palin's

DARK
[ EGRETS'

" Attalr that neary rulned her

Family war that
ekposed her lles:






[image: image3.png]JOHN Epyns
ITH LOVE G,

THE PH





[image: image4.png]




[image: image5.png]" ARUBA INVESTIGATION SHOCKER 1

ROBYN KILLED IN
= SUSPECT’S HIDEQ

WHAT HAPPENED DURING HER FINAL MINUT

TAYLOR'S HUSBAND;
HIS GAY LOVER SPEAKS QU -

SECRET
WEDDING





[image: image6.png]NATIONAL

: QUIRER






[image: image7.png]Mt g
Eri






[image: image8.png]



[image: image9.png]‘ SANDRA BULLOCK CHARLIE SHEE!

LESBIAN| =
SHOCKER! | " ppetthc

nitey's UEANED TO REHAB #tssiis lelia




[image: image10.png]_Lx
ey 4

et [1THER' a;
Brvcs

Michael &
Catherine’s






[image: image11.png]MA TIONAL

RIQUIRER

fiat REALLY happend
inside the house





