Social Studies 9
Provincial Achievement Test Review Questions
Chapter 1: How effectively does Canada’s federal political system govern Canada for all Canadians?
1. What are the three branches of government and their roles?  Name the groups or individuals within each branch. (/9 )
2. Briefly explain how a Member of Parliament is selected. (/3)
3. Briefly explain how our government is selected. Who gets to act as our Prime Minister? (/4)
4. What is meant by a majority Government? What is meant by a minority Government? (/4)
5. What is meant by the phrase “popular vote”? (/2)
6. What is the role of Cabinet Ministers?  Who selects them?  Where are they usually selected from?  Name five important Cabinet Ministries. (/8)
7. How is a Senator selected? (/2)
8. Who are Members of Parliament accountable to?  Why?  Are Senators accountable to?  Why or why not? (/5)
9. What is a political party? (/3)
10. Draw a diagram explaining how bills are passed into laws at the federal level. (/4)
11. What is the media?  Give three examples of media. (/5)
12. What is the role of the media in the political process? (/2)
13. What is a lobby group?  Give two examples of lobby groups. (/4)
14. What is the role of lobby groups in the political process? (/2)
Chapter 2: To what extent is the justice system fair and equitable for youth?

1. What is meant by fair and equitable? (/2)
2. What is the Youth Criminal Justice Act? (/2)
3. What is the Criminal Code of Canada? (/2)
4. Explain three major differences between Youth Criminal Justice Act and the Criminal Code of Canada? (/6)
5. What is a jury?  What three responsibilities jurors have?  What does “responsible citizenship” have to do with being a juror? (/5)
6. What is a justice advocacy group?  Name two examples of advocacy groups and what they do. (/6)
Chapter 3: How effectively does Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms protect your individual rights?

1. What is the Charter of Rights and Freedoms?  When was it created?  Under what document was it created? (/4)
2. What are the five sections that list individual rights in the Charter and explain each?  List one right that can be found in each section. (/20)
3. Using the rights you listed in question 2, what is one responsibility that goes along with each right? (/5)
4. What is the connection between rights and responsibilities? (/4)
5. What were five examples of discrimination in Canada’s history?  Using one sentence for each example, briefly describe what happened. (/15)
6. What are three rights that might come up when you are thinking about conditions in the workplace? (/3)
Chapter 4: To what extent has Canada affirmed collective rights?

1. What is meant by collective rights?  What three groups have collective rights in Canada?  Why are only these three groups granted collective rights?  In what document is this listed? (/6)
2. What three groups are included within the scope of Aboriginal peoples? (/3)
3. What is meant by “official language minorities”?  Explain two scenarios of how there might be an example of this in Canada? (/6) 
4. Using the two examples from question 3, how can having their collective rights upheld be positive to their quality of life? (/4)
5. What was Bill 101 in Quebec?  How did the Charter and Bill 101 conflict with one another? (/4)
6. What is meant by Official Bilingualism?  What two languages are used in Canada? (/4)
7. Why is it important for Francophones to maintain their collective rights in Quebec?  Why is it important for Francophones to maintain their collective rights outside of Quebec?  (/4) 

8. What is the Indian Act?  What are two perspectives on changing it? (/4)
9. How does the Indian Act recognize the status and identity of Aboriginal peoples? (/2)
10. What was the purpose of Treaty 6, 7, and 8?  How do these treaties uphold Aboriginal rights? (/4)
11. What were Residential Schools?  How did they hinder Aboriginal collective rights? (/4)
12. What two “resistances” helped to establish Métis rights? How did they affect Métis rights? (/4)
13. What was the Manitoba School Act and how did it change rights in the province? (/4)
14. What other agreements were signed to establish Métis Rights?  Briefly explain them. (/4)
Chapter 5: How well do Canada’s immigration laws and policies respond to immigration issues?

1. What is immigration? (/2)
2. What factors affect immigration policies in Canada? Explain each. ((/12)
3. What is the Point System? What are the factors used in it? Explain each. (/14)
4. How does the Point System help the immigration process? How can it be a negative? (/4)
5. What is meant by refugee? (/2)
6. In what ways are today’s Canadian immigration laws and policies different from those in the past? (/2)
7. Why would the Canadian government change the number of immigrants allowed into Canada? (/2)
8. What are two ways immigration can affect Aboriginal peoples? (/4)
9. What are three major ways Canada can benefit from immigration? (/6)
10. Briefly explain the Canada-Quebec Accord. (/2)
11. Briefly describe a scenario where immigration policies may clash with the Charter. (/3)
Chapter 6: To what extent do different economic systems affect quality of life?

1. What is meant by economics?  What is meant by economic systems? (/4)
2. What is the basic problem facing all economic systems? (/1)
3. What four words can be used to define scarcity? (/2)
4. What are the factors of production?  Explain and give an example of each. (/9)
5. What is a market economy?  What are five main ideas of a market economy? (/7)
6. What is meant by government intervention? (/2)
7. What main values are behind the Canadian mixed economy?  What main values are behind the American market economy? (/6)
8. What are some areas that the government regulates or controls in the Canadian economy? Why? (/3)
9. What are some areas that the government regulates or controls in the American economy? Why? (/3)
10. What is a labour union?  Give two examples of unions.  Is a labour union more likely to be found in a mixed economy or a market economy?  Why? (/6)
Chapter 7: What role should consumerism play in our economy?

1. What is the role of consumers in a market or mixed economy? (/2)
2. What five things can influence consumer behaviour? Explain each. (/15)
3. What are six advertising techniques companies use?  Briefly explain each of them and give an example. (/24)
4. What is meant by boycotting?  Give an example of a boycott. (/4)
Chapter 8: To what extent should Canadians support social programs and taxation?

1. What is meant by social programs?  Give three examples of social programs in Canada. (/5) 
2. What is meant by political party platforms? (/2)
3. Draw the economic spectrum, labeling “more government involvement” on the left side and “less government involvement” on the right side.  From there, label the following Canadian political parties in their general economic platform: Bloc Quebecois, Conservatives, Green Party, Liberals, and NDP. (/5)
4. Draw the economic spectrum, labeling “more government involvement” on the left side and “less government involvement” on the right side.  From there, label the following American political parties in their general economic platform: Democratic and Republican. (/2)
5. Why do political parties focus on the same issues?  How does the way they respond to issues make them unique? (/4)
6. What is meant by the underground economy? (/2)
7. Why is it important to pay taxes?  What are the consequences to society if people don’t? (/4)
8. What is the relationship of tax evasion to the underground economy? (/2)
Chapter 9: How should governments in Canada respond to political and economic issues?

1. What is meant by environmental issues? (/2)
2. What are four major environmental issues facing our nation? (/4)
3. What kinds of decisions can the government make to influence these environmental decisions either positively or negatively? (/4)
4. What is meant by quality of life?  What are three indicators of quality of life?  Why is everyone’s quality of life different? (/8)
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